
At Surbiton Children’s Centre Nursery School the development of 

the children’s communication, language and listening skills has a 

high priority.  We aim to enable our children to become effective 

communicators, to be able to receive and process information and 

ideas and to be capable of expressing their thoughts and feelings 

in a meaningful way to others.  We believe that the bedrock of 

well-developed communication and language skills will provide a 

firm foundation for the development of literacy. 
 

We endeavor to set our children on the road towards literacy so 

that in time they will become lifelong readers both for pleasure 

and for the retrieval of information and purposeful writers who 

are capable of relaying messages to diverse audiences.  We want 

our children not only to become literate but also to see a purpose 

and use for their literacy skills and to be able to apply their skills 



so that they will be independent and skilled learners.  We want 

our children to grow into adults who can confidently take their 

place within a society which is organised on the assumption that 

its members can communicate, read and write. 

 

Communication and Language development for young children is 

split into three key strands. The strands are Listening and 

Attention, Understanding and Speaking. This is from the guidance 

Development Matters the document used to plan, and deliver and 

assess activities and learning for the nursery children. This 

guidance is used in conjunction with tools such as Every Child a 

Talker, Letters and Sounds and guidance from Speech and 

Language therapists.  

  

Communication and Language understanding primarily should be 

developed through songs, stories and imaginative play. In the 

nursery many different activities will be available, some of which 

will focus on Communication and Language development and some 

of which will draw out the Communication and Language learning in 

other activities.  



Practical activities are underpinned by children’s developing 

communication skills. 

Activities should be fun, challenging and stimulating 

Children who do not speak English as their first language are 

supported to help them access through small groups using props 

and simple stories. 

Activities provide opportunities to observe, assess and plan for 

the next stage of development. 

 

 
 

 

Listening and attention  
 

 

 

 

 



The early years environment is rich in resources to support 

children’s learning about sounds.  We offer children learning 

opportunities in all areas of the nursery through a variety of 

physical, tactile, visual and aural experiences as well as 

planning specific provision for the children to explore.  We 

also encourage children to participate in small group time and 

their own choice of activities to explore developing listening 

and attention. Children in the Nursery will be supported to 

increase their attention span and begin to listen to one 

another, take turns in conversation and recognise rhyme and 

rhythm.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

All of the opportunities provided within role play areas such as 

the home corner are equipped with a variety of resources to 

stimulate talking, and re-telling familiar instances they have 

seen or experienced in their lives. Acting out how adults care 

for a baby; or being at the office on the telephone; setting 

the table with cutlery, cooking utensils and play food; sorting 

cots, beds and a variety of different sized bedding; a range 

of dolls and clothing, etc. 

 

  

 

 



Adults work alongside children questioning and responding to 

their growing awareness so that their skill and understanding 

are extended. Adults will model listening and show the 

children how to share their views aloud in a small group.  

 

Daily experiences of rhymes, songs, stories and games engage 

children both practically and verbally in an unpressurised, 

enjoyable and social learning experience.  They can provide a 

link between home and school as children often have some 

exposure to this type of activity before entering school.  

These experiences support children in their learning about the 

rhythm, rhyme, alliteration and nonsense rhymes within many 

familiar songs and stories. Opportunities for the children to 

make up their own funny rhymes or songs and sharing them 

aloud is encouraged.  

 

 



Adults provide support for children by directing their 

attention to what others are doing, asking questions and 

helping them to take turns.  Attractive materials are provided 

to encourage children to become actively involved.  Children 

are encouraged to retell stories and rhymes by provision of 

appropriate props. 

 

Sensitive questions help children to understand the repetitive 

nature of a game or rhymes so that they will subsequently 

able to play independently.  

 

“Whose turn is it next?” 

“What do we do next?” 

 

 



 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sharing a plate of fruit or vegetables provides an opportunity 

for children to experience and discuss their ideas: 

 

 

 
 

 

Provision is made for children to engage in talk together with 

their peers and the adults every day…. 

PIC  

 

 

The adults in the nursery provide a model by using new 

vocabulary in a variety of contexts, classroom resources and 

displays are planned to create a rich language environment, 



which will help to stimulate children to begin experimenting 

with their own forms of recording. 

 

Young children express their early Communication and 

Language experiences and ideas through talking.  The 

development of Communication and Language language enables 

children to describe, explain and reflect upon their 

experiences more precisely and subsequently, to question and 

explore problems and hypothesise with greater confidence. 

 

Adults in the nursery support children in their acquisition of 

Communication and Language by encouraging them to talk 

about their experiences.  Situations and practical activities 

are planned to provide opportunities for children and adults to 

discuss and explain relationships and problems.  Through 

sensitive interaction in children’s play, adults are able to 

offer a good model by using language accurately.  They may 

offer alternative ways of saying the same thing, or repeat 

the language used by the child in a more precise way, e.g. 

using ‘cup’ rather than ‘drinkie’.  There are opportunities for 

the use of new language in all areas of nursery provision. 

Physical outdoor play experiences can be used to develop 

children’s understanding of positional language – over, under, 

behind, in front of. 

 

 

.  Adults extend children’s vocabulary and understanding by 

promoting discussion. 

 

Children can be supported in their growing understanding of 

stories through discussion and sensitive questioning: 

 

“What comes next?” 



“Which part of the story did you like?” 

“Can you tell me about?” 

 

Children develop and understanding of story language through 

repeated exposure to lots of different reading material and 

practical experiences that allow opportunities to play out 

stories that are familiar or having a problem to solve.  

 

 

Stories and role play, for example, ‘Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears’, can be used to encourage children to make direct 

comparisons of size. 

Solving practical problems is a real and purposeful experience 

for children and is central to the development of 

Communication and Language thinking.  Working through 

problems that arise naturally can encourage logical and 

imaginative thinking in a context that children find meaningful 

and interesting.  Practical situations allow children to develop 

further skills and knowledge and allow them to discover, 

discuss and develop strategies. 

 

 

 

 

 

The use of large and small blocks to plan, build and adapt 

constructions, presents children with the opportunity to make 

choices, reason and predict as they overcome difficulties to 

carry the task through to it’s conclusion. It may also be an 

opportunity to work with another child’s ideas and learn the 

skill of listening to one another and compromising on the 

desired effect and final model. The knowledge gained can 

then be applied in subsequent building 



experiences.

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


